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We are at the end of what has been an extremely busy term. The children have been involved in lots of 
activites and have had many successes. We are all exhasusted, children and adults alike, and are ready for 
our holidays. Here is a taste of what we have been up to: 
 
Staff 
As you know we are losing several staff at the end of this term. Mrs Patience and Mrs MacKenzie are 
retiring, Miss Carnegie and Ms Gibson are moving to teach elsewhere, Mr LS is moving into Pupil Support 
full time and Miss Anderson is at the end of her contract. We will miss them all and wish them well in their 
next venture.  
In August we will be joined by Miss Cope and Miss Robinson who are newly qualified teachers and Miss 
Kynaston who is coming to us from Halkirk Primary. We will also have Julie Sellar joining is for one day 
per week as Support for Learning Teacher.   
 
School Blog 
If you haven’t already subscribed to our school blog we would encourage you to do so as it is a very good 
way of keeping in touch with what’s happening at Craighill. Why not become a “follower” and start 
receiving email alerts when new posts are added.  
https://craighillprimary.wordpress.com/school-blog/  
 
Ross-Shire Swimming Gala 
A huge well done to Ellie, Isla, Emily, Claire, Alex, Alex, Liam and Marcus who took part in the Ross-Shire 
Swimming Gala in Dingwall on 11th May.  
Every member of the team swam amazingly well and also displayed excellent sportsmanship.  
The team returned to school proud winners of the Bailie Mrs Brown Trophy, a fantastic achievement for 
the team and for Tain Swimming Club. 
 
County Sports 

A team from Craighill competed in the County Sports at Dingwall 
Academy on 14th June. The team performed very well with and behaved 
impeccably. They were a credit to themselves and the school. Well done to 
Isla who returned to school with two gold medals for long jump and 
150m. The children also achieved a number of 2nd, 3rd and 4th places. Well 
done everyone.  
 

Football Friendly at Milton 
 We took part in the Milton Football Festival on 20th May at Milton Primary 
School competing against Newmore, Park, South Lodge and Milton. Craighill 
remained unbeaten and finished with the highest points total. The team showed 
great skill, team work and determination throughout the tournament with 
Craighill’s Goalkeeper not conceding one single goal. 
There was also a skill session set up to keep the children occupied when they 
were not playing. The players once again showed their true colours as their 

behaviour and attitude were exemplary as they represented the school magnificently. 
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ASG Football Competition 
Well done to the team who represented the school at the ASG friendly at Milton. The team played very 
well. They supported each other well, organising themselves to ensure that everyone got to play and, as 
always, behaved excellently.  
 
Road to Rio 

Following an informative assembly from Primary 6, Craighill Primary School took 
on the Road to Rio challenge this term where we had to exercise our way from 
the UK to Rio where the Olympic Games are being held this summer.  The whole 
school has contributed to the successful completion of the challenge this year. 
In fact, Craighill has surpassed the target of 9,000km and is in the top 30 
Schools in the whole of the UK. This shows how committed pupils and staff have 
been to being active this term. The Rod to Rio organisers sent the school 10 

Olympic Team GB t-shirts as we have done so brilliantly 
 
Bikeability 
During term 4 Primary 5 had Bikeability training. They learnt how to stay 
safe when riding their bikes on the road. Thank you to Julie Cleghorn, Liane 
Swann and Mandy McDermid for working with the children on this. Many of 
the pupils passed their level 1 or 2 assessment displaying a good 
understanding and skill of staying safe on their bike.  
 

Fairtrade Assembly 
On 20th May the Fairtrade Group presented a very informative assembly to help 
the whole school to understand the role and the importance of Fairtrade. 
 
  
                                       St Duthac Pageant 
Primary 3 worked hard with Miss MacLeod, Jon 

Davies and the children from Knockbreck to get ready for the St Duthac 
Pageant. They performed with confidence and obvious enjoyment in the 
Collegiate Church to their families and friends on 1st June 
 

Activity Day 2016 
We held our Activity Day on 2nd June. The 
children took part on a range of activities 
including drumming, Boogie Bounce, Street 
Jam, tap dancing, willow craft, kite making, 
bushcraft, football, orienteering, art and craft, 
drama, archery, baking and golf.  
It was a great day, thoroughly enjoyed by 

everyone, and we would like to thank the Parent Council for supporting us 
with funding for the day. 
 
Inverness Provincial MOD 2016 

The Craighill children did brilliantly at the 
Inverness Mod.  Not only did they return 
with the cup and shield from the Action 
Song and the Folk Group but they all 
performed brilliantly in their individual 
competitions.  We are all very proud of 



them, not only for their successes in the competitions but more importantly for the fantastic effort they all 
put into preparing for the competitions.  We were also delighted with how well they all behaved on the 
day, being polite, patient and encouraging to others.  They were a credit to the school. The children also 
performed their MOD pieces to their families and friends at their ceilidh in school. Well done everyone!  
 
Choir 
This has been another busy term for Craighill Choir. The choir has performed to the residents of Innis 
Mhòr, at Tain Gala and at their own Summer Extravaganza. As always they had given a lot of time to 
their practices and gave wonderful performances. Many thanks to Miss Bond for her work with the choir 
and to the families and friends who support them so well.  
 
Primary 5 Medieval Festival 
We had a great turnout for our Medieval Festival on Thursday 23rd June. Primary Five hosted parents, 
grandparents and friends while they worked through twelve stations: 

making gargoyles; making flatbread and 
eating Robin Hood Stew; signing into our 
register with quills, using Medieval script; 
carding and spinning; felt-making; 
showing our PowerPoints; doing a Wars 
of Independence quiz; talking through the 
Battle of Stirling Bridge; weaving; showing 
our castles and banner; and trying a clarsach.   
 

Primary 7 JASS Award 
This term primary 7 worked on their JASS Award, this is an award scheme for 10 – 13 year olds which 
has been designed to recognise wider achievement. There are four areas the children work through: taking 
part in regular physical activity, exploring a personal interest, working for the good of the community or 
the environment and completing an outdoor activity or challenge. All children worked very hard in this 
with the culmination of their work being their expedition to Loch Fleet and Embo this week. Well done 
primary 7.  
 

Craighill’s Got Talent 
We had a wonderful afternoon 
on 29th June when we had a 
fantastic display of the talents 
of Craighill’s pupils. Mr 
MacKay worked with the Pupil 
Council to organise the event 
which pupils were very keen to 

participate in. We were treated to singing, dancing, gymnastics, joke telling, 
musicians, skipping and basketball skills.  Well done to everyone who took part and made it so enjoyable. 
 
Ross Shire Writers Competition 
Savannah, Emma and Sophie from Mrs Hayes class submitted stories to the Ross Shire Young Writers 
Competition this year. The girls’ entries were celebrated at our Leavers Assembly when we were joined by 
Louise James from Ross Shire Writers. A huge well done to Emma MacAulay who came first in the 
completion, winning £50 and her story, Mia and the Mythical Creature, will be published.  
 
  
 
 



Goodbye and Good Luck to Primary 7 
We wish Primary 7 good luck as they move on to secondary school. They have 
been an asset to the school and we are very proud of them. We hope they will 
continue to succeed in TRA and Invergordon Academy. We will miss them, we 
said good bye with parents and families at their Leavers Assembly on 30th June 
and at our school assembly on 1st July.  
 
 

 
 
Finally, have a wonderful holiday and I hope the sun shines  
  
 
Dates 
School opens for pupils on 16th August, dates for next session will be issued after the holidays. 


